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He ordered water to be brought and bathed himself, put on his

best clothes and set out for Cheng's new house. There he found

that his friend had just gone out. When he went inside he saw

only a boy servant engaged in sweeping the yard and a maid at

the door. He asked the boy about the object of his visit, but the boy

denied that there was anyone else in the house. Not satisfied, Yin

went into the room and in looking8 about him he caught a glimpse

of a red skirt under the door to the inner chamber. He pressed

forward and found Jenshih hidden behind a screen. When he

brought her to the light and looked at her, she was even more

beautiful than the reports had described her. He was so enamored

of her that he became maddened and tried to force himself upon

her. She would resist him as long as she could and then would

say that she would let him have his will, but when he relaxed his

hold on her she would struggle against him as before. After this

had happened a few times Yin exerted all his might against her

and she, feeling exhausted and knowing that she could no longer

resist him, ceased to struggle. However, there had suddenly come

into her face such a look of misery that Yin was prompted to ask,

"Why do you appear so unhappy?" "Because," she said with a long

sigh, "I pity Cheng Liu!" "Why do you say that?" Yin asked, and

she answered, "Cheng Liu has a stature of six feet like the rest

but he cannot protect a woman! He is hardly worthy of the name

of man! Moreover, you, sir, are rich and have known many women

just as beautiful as I, while Cheng Liu is poor and has only

myself to gladden his heart. Could you, sir, who have more than

enough to fill your heart, bear to rob him who has so little? I pity

Mm because he is poor and dependent upon you for the clothes he

wears and the food he eats. It must be because of this that you

take such liberties. If Cheng Liu had but some chaff that he could

call his own to live upon, things would not have come to this

Yia was fay nature a generous man and a loyal friend. When he
heard what Jenshih had said, he immediately let her go and apolo-
gized for his mad behavior. Presently Cheng Liu returned and the